WAVE 5
		  
[Before beginning the interview, review previous notes to ensure you remember important family members’ names if you were the one who did the interview last time. If you did not do the interview last, ask early on in the interview for children’s names (and those of any other coresidential adults). Also, make sure to note the month and year of the previous qualitative interview.]

[Be sure to remind mother about consent/IRB protections and record mother’s consent to be recorded.]

It’s great to get to check in (again) and find out how you and your family are doing! With Baby’s First Years, we’re working with you and other families to find out more about the experiences of raising young children and what it was like getting the BFY money every month.
INTRODUCTION
1. It’s been awhile since the last time we visited—the last time was back [fill in month and year of last qualitative interview]. Tell me about some of the changes in your life since then.
a. (Probe for moves, changes in work status, any new children.)
2. Who all lives with you these days?
a. Let’s start with the adults. 
b. How about the kids? (If extra kids not mentioned above, get ages and relationship to respondent.) 
c. What about people who stay here sometimes? (If part-time residents not mentioned above, find out who, for how long, and for how often.)
d. Has anyone moved in or out or stayed with you for a while since the last time we met, about [X] months ago?
3. Tell me how you feel about the neighborhood where you all are living these days.
4. Tell me all about your work situation these days. 
5. I know things can change in people’s families over time, so how involved is [focal child]’s other parent these days? (Probe for financial assistance and taking care of child.)
a. [If needed for more information: What is the financial situation you have with [focal child’s other parent]? (Probe for splitting expenses; child support: formal vs. informal, cash vs. in-kind, amount/regularity of payment)]
b. Are there any other adults who help you out with the kid(s)? (Probe for which adults. How do they help out? Buying things for kids or covering other expenses? Babysitting?)

PARENTHOOD
Thank you for sharing that with me. Now I want to switch gears and learn more about how your kids/[focal child’s name] are doing….
6. What does a typical day look like for each of your kids these days? (Probe for whether in school/child care, what grade, whether working, after-school activities.)
7. So [focal child] is in X grade now. What has school been like for him/her/them recently?
a. How does [focal child]’s teachers and school do with communicating with you?
8. Tell me about what your kids are doing when they’re not in school/child care. (Probe: Playing at home? Clubs? Sports? Church? Are there activities you’d like to get your kid(s) active in?) 
9. We’ve talked about the kids’ school [and other activities]. Do you end up volunteering or helping at school [or with their other activities]?
a. [If yes]: Tell me about why you decided to get involved.
10. As [focal child] has grown over this last year, what are some of the new things they’ve been learning to do?
a. Tell me a bit about [focal child’s] friendships or how they get along with other kids?
b. Is there anything going on with [focal child’s] health or development that you’ve been concerned about?
11. Tell me about [focal child’s] last birthday. What did you all do for that special day? (Probes, if necessary: What kind of celebration did you have? What kind of presents did you give them?)
a. [Follow up, if necessary] What about a different kind of special occasion that your family celebrates, like a holiday, or something like that? What kind of celebration did you have? What kind of presents did you give them?

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
I want to switch gears now and ask some questions about what things look like in terms of income and expenses for your family these days. [IF NOT WORKING SKIP QUESTION 12]
12. So, you told me that you worked at [JOB]. How do you feel about your work hours—are you working more, less, or about as much as you’d like? (Probe for predictability of schedule.)
a. What’s your pay like? (Probe: How often are you paid?) 
b. Does your job come with benefits? 
13. Tell me about any other jobs you’ve had in the past year. 
14. Tell me about your other sources of income, like side jobs you might do, disability someone in the family receives, things like that. 
15. How about health insurance? Tell me what you and your family have for coverage. (Probe for co-pays for office visits, prescriptions, etc. Probe for health needs that aren’t being taken care of and why.)
16. Have you gotten any help from TANF/MFIP/FITAP in the past year? 
a. What has that experience been like?
17. Tell me about your experiences with food stamps [or state name for SNAP]. 
a. [IF RECEIVING] Have you applied/recertified in the last year or so? 
i. What was that process like? 	
ii. What kinds of forms did you need to fill out? 
iii. What’s it been like interacting with their staff members?
b. [IF RECEIVING] What, if any, delays did you experience in receiving benefits? 
i. How did you deal with that issue?  
18. [If respondent has coresidential partner] What about [name of spouse/partner]? Tell me a little bit about the jobs they have right now. What’s their pay like?
19. [If there are other coresidential adults in the house] What about other adults in the household—about how much do they earn? How much do they contribute to the household expenses each month?
20. What about anyone outside the household that helps you out financially on a regular basis? Do you have to pay them back? (Probe for who, how much, how often?)
a. Does anyone borrow money from you? (Probe for who? How much? How often? Do they pay you back?)
21. Thinking back to this past month, once you’d paid your bills, about how much money was left over? (Probe for whether or not last month was typical.)
a. (If applicable) What do you do with the money that’s left over?
22. Tell me about a time during the past year that you haven’t been able to pay a bill on time. (Probe for how mom dealt with that problem.) 

BFY MONEY
The next type of money I want to ask about is what you used to get each month on the Baby’s First Years card.
23. What month did you get your last Baby’s First Years payment?
a. Tell me about those last few months before the payments stopped. Did you do anything to prepare for them to end?
24. Tell me how things have changed for you since these payments stopped—like, does it change what you spend money on or how you feel about your financial situation?
a. [Probe for changes in spending/allocation decisions—ask how mom has handled any spending challenges she mentions]
i. Since [month BFY ended] have you had to get other kinds of financial help to get by?
b. [Probe for changes in how mom feels about her financial situation—ask how mom has handled these feelings]
c. What does [focal child] think about the Baby’s First Years money ending?
i. Many moms we talk to used the BFY money to buy things for their six-year-olds. Since the money ended, how has buying those kinds of things changed in your family?
d. What does the rest of your family, including your other children [if applicable], think about the Baby’s First Years money ending?
25. Thinking back over these past six years, what are some ways you think raising [focal child] would have been different if you weren’t getting the Baby’s First Years money?
26. Overall, thinking back over the past six years of participating in Baby’s First Years, was there a period of time in your family’s life when the money was most helpful or most important to you?
27. If they did Baby’s First Years again, what advice would you give to a mom with a newborn who was just starting to get the monthly cash gifts?
28. Some people say that programs like Baby’s First Years are a good way to support families with young children. Other people say there are better ways to support families, like through once-a-year payments at tax time or providing more services in communities. What do you think?
a. [If mom indicates all those things are important, see if she thinks one approach is most useful—monthly cash vs. annual cash vs. community services/supports. If the government only had enough money for one of these approaches, which would you recommend and why?]
29. Baby’s First Years kind of has two parts—getting the money and participating in the research. We’ve talked about the money part, but tell me about what it’s been like for you taking part in the research, like doing these interviews over the years and going to the university with [focal child] for those visits.
a. What does [focal child] think of those visits to the university?
b. How have you explained what the Baby’s First Years research project is to other people? What do you tell them?

MOTHER’S WELLBEING
It sounds like you have a lot going on! So, I want to find out more about how you’re doing these days.
30. When you think back on the last year, what are some of your favorite parts of being a mother? 
a. What are some of your least favorite or the most stressful parts of being a mother?
31. Some of the moms I talk to tell me they’re dealing with mental or physical health issues—how has your health been lately?
a. (If health issues present) How have those health issues affected your finances or you as a parent?
32. [If mom did NOT previously mention a current spouse/romantic partner] Is there anyone in your life these days who you’re romantically involved with? 
a. [If yes] About how long have you been involved?
b. [If yes, and partner is not a parent of one of mom’s children] What’s it like with them spending time with the kids or helping out with finances?
33. Some moms we talk to say that they feel like they have people who they trust and can depend on, who have their backs and really accept them for who they are. Other moms we talk to feel like it can be hard to find people they trust and can depend on. What are things like for you?
34. Some people say it’s tough to be a parent today. It can sometimes feel like other people are looking over your shoulder and judging you as a parent. Tell me about experiences you’ve had like that.
35. If you could change anything that would make it easier for you to be a parent or easier to take care of your children, what would you change?
a. [Follow up, if necessary] This could be anything, like having more time with family or friends, having better preschool options, having different job options, not dealing with a family matter or health issue—whatever matters to you that would make being a parent easier.
36. Different people have different ideas of what makes someone a good parent. Tell me, from your perspective, about some of the things good parents do or provide for their children.
a. Some people say it’s easier to be a parent when you have more money. How does your financial situation make parenting easier or more difficult for you?

CONCLUSION
I want to change gears a little now and hear some about your thoughts about your family and your future.
37. Tell me about some of your favorite things about your kids, like who they are as people or what it’s like spending time with them.
38. Let’s look five years into the future. [Focal child’s name] will be about eleven. Paint me a picture of what life will be like for your family. 
a. [Probe] What are some dreams or goals you have for yourself?
39. What are some dreams you have for your kids’ futures? What do you want their lives to be like when they’re adults?
40. Is there anything I haven’t asked you about that I should know to understand your experiences as a parent with young children?
41. Is there anything I haven’t asked you about that I should know to understand what Baby’s First Years was like for you?
42. Now that the interview is over, how was the experience for you?
43. We’re going to be getting back in touch with everyone again at some point so we can catch up with you and see how you’re doing and how your kids are growing up. I know that lots of times people’s phone numbers and addresses change, so what are some ways I might be able to get in touch with you even if you move or get a new number? (Probe for social media accounts, other contact people, etc.)

FIELD NOTES
After the interview has ended and you have left the respondent, remember to record your field notes as soon as possible. Your field notes should include a brief description of the respondent (and anyone else who was present, including their affect), the home and the neighborhood, any pertinent information that the respondent gave prior to turning on the tape recorder or after the end of the interview, anything unusual in this interview situation, and any background information that would help give context to the transcriber and researcher.
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